
St. Max & St. Jude Homeless Breakfast   January, 2019 

Present were: Cyndy & Bob, Donna & Phil, Steve, Rebecca, Kay & Gary, Jan & Dick, Pam & daughter, 
Susie, Betcy, Linda, Lynda, Carolyn, & Sally.  (17) 

I always start with a sort of weather report, but today, the constant rain 
was a REAL factor.  Every guest entered, dripping & cold.  Some had a 
kind of water-resistant protection — often a trash bag fashioned into a 
makeshift poncho.  But, most had only the clothes on 
their backs, which were sodden — and could almost 
have been WRUNG OUT! 

It was a form of serendipity that Bob had anticipated 
this deluge & came with 100 colorful ponchos.  We 
were able to purchase these (which cost under $1. 
apiece) because of the generous donation from the 
Project Response Ministry at St. Max.  (Some of that 
money was used at Christmas time to buy socks.)  At 
right, Julie & Jesus “model” their new ponchos. 

The downpour kept many of our guests away.  At the  
beginning of our serving time, there were more of us  
volunteers than there were of our guests.  However, eventually, the 
room was filled with hungry diners.  The floor was sopping wet, 
especially near the entrance.  So, we dragged a rubber mat from the  

 Scullery & placed it just inside the door.  This helped to reduce the       
                                                 chances of folks slipping on the slick surface.  (The photo above left 
shows the desolate, drenched parking lot. 

The total breakfasts served was about 140 (considerably less than our usual 200).  We had an 
abundance of left-over food, which we packaged & delivered to the church up the street.  As in the 
past, the preacher & his congregation (which includes several of our guests) were very appreciative 
of this bounty. 

It was a pleasant morning — one that allowed the Homeless & Poor some warm respite & hospitality 
in contrast to the inclement weather. 

Thank you all for your joyous participation! 

Sincerely,  Sally Holland


